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Weinberger, ex-CIA official debat first-strike pd
By ANNA CHRISTENSEN
BCSTON

STAT

A formzr CIA official today attackad thne P2agan adminislration’s
throatensd use of nuclear wRapons to counter a Sovizd round attack in kEurapz
saying such a palicy only increasas ithe risik of atomic yar.
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fense Secretary Caspar Weinberger de2niad tie charge He s3id the
~30r
prernt

S -
trike aption against ovzrwhzlaing attack by coaventiceal forces would
a Soviets attack.

The exchange Jetween Weinberger and former Dasutly CIA Director Harbert
ille Jr. was contain2d in a serizs of letfers to the editor of the H2w

Scov
Enarand Journal of Medicine on the nuclear arms race.
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tinent question,'' Weinberger wrotz, ''1s whatper we best deter
ssion by announcing that NATO would n2ver use nucl2ar W23oons -~
faced defeab from a massive Soviet aftack oy convantignal forces.
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ViThrgugh its 20-year-old flexiblz raspons? policy, NATO retains the option
Gf wscalation in response to an overwnelming Sovizt conveniional attack,'' hz
S it ‘

Growillz, pr2sident of
neauo, WAs 3oined in his a }
Tho_utipo Dr. telza Caldicott, presi
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ciation, a privafz apti-nuclear
ian policy by 52veral dociors,
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"inespite Weinberger's claim that our goal is improved ‘geierrence and a
retaliatory capability, both his w2anans angd aras contrnol programs are only
incrzasing the risk that a nuclzar war wilth all 1%s devasiation #ill eccur,’’
Scpviile said.

He said Weinberger '‘makes the strange claia'' that U.S. miclzar deterreancz
canaitlity would be erpded if we announced that we would rn2y2r us2 gur nuclesr
wiapons first.
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"Quite the contrary, if the Sovizis knew that
5t

2 threaten
tney would have every incentive to launch fir 22MpT

Y g a first strike,
and pregmpt 1 ‘

,'' he said.
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Caidicott noted Defens2 Departaent plans call for 15,000 or »nore n2w
varneads. .

CrThese nuabRrs include new w2zapass, stch as the HX-and Trigdent-2 missiles
both touted by their designers 3s first-sirike and counterforce rather t
‘deterrent® weapans,'' she said.
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